
The Plant ID Project is a requirement for certification as a Master Gardener within the Vancouver Island
Master Gardener Association (VIMGA).  This project  can be completed anytime during the 2 year training
period. It involves researching and documenting the morphological characteristics and environmental
requirements of each plant.  All plants 
must be able to be grown outdoors  on  
the West Coast.  Other than the adjacent 
criteria, choice of plants is left to the intern.
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5 - Trees ... 2 deciduous, 2 evergreen, 1  native tree
5 -  Shrubs ... 2 deciduous, 2 evergreen, 1 native
5 -  Perennials ...  2 herbaceous, 2 evergreen, 1 native 
5 -  2 Annuals, 2 bi-annuals, 1 native
5 -  Ferns, bulbs, corms (1 must be native) 

What is it?

What is the purpose?

The purpose of this project is multi-faceted. It provdes an opportunity to... 

learn more about favourite and interesting plants
identify key morphological features for identifying different plant species 
explore and become familiar with a variety of research based websites and texts.

Each skill will help when answering
the public’s questions at clinic
events.

The adjacent template lists the required
information. This includes photos. Some
interns take their own plant photos, while
others use referenced photos from other
sources. In the end, the accuracy of the
information and the references are of most
importance.  

What do I need to know about the 
Plant ID Project?

Note: No more than one genus/category

What sort of information do I record?

 Note: Include the cultivar when not
describing the “basic” genus/species. No

cultivar is needed for native plants.
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How do I know if I am on the right track?
This project is a learning assignment for you to become familiar with plant identification.  You will be
assigned a Plant ID Mentor (CMG) who will reach out to you either by phone or email.  Your mentor is
there to support you through the process ... so ask away.  This project will be viewed only by you and
your Plant ID Mentor.

Suggestions to consider...
 Begin with the list of the 25 required plant types (example below). This can also be used as a
Table of Contents for your set of completed Plant IDs.
 Add plants you might be interested in exploring. (These may change as you go along, but it
helps to begin with a framework.) 
Choose a plant you love, perhaps one from your garden, to complete your first Plant ID form.
Send the completed form electronically to your Plant ID Mentor for review.
Complete the remaining Plant IDs and send them to your Plant ID Mentor in chunks for
review, e.g., trees, shrubs... This gives you the best opportunity for feedback.
Lastly, remember to celebrate when you have completed this important project!  

 Plant ID Project cont.
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COMPLETED EXAMPLES
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 Plant ID Project cont.

https://www.vimga.org/#false
https://www.vimga.org/#false

